
#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT#INSPIREDLIT
FEBRUARY 2020 VOL. 23FEBRUARY 2020 VOL. 23

FEBRUARY
February is Black History Month, where we pay proper attention
to the members of the African American community who have
impacted our American history and culture. February lends itself
to really dive in beyond the common historical �gures with
which we are familiar. This month's Literacy Newsletter will
serve as a resource on how to incorporate the voices and
experiences of African Americans in our everyday classroom content and experiences!

Check out the link to see IDOE employees talk about their favorite books that highlight the
African American experience in America!

IDOE DISCIPLINARY LITERACY
BOOK STUDY! SIGN-UP NOW!
It's not too late to join our book study where we are reading The
Writing Revolution (TWR) by the well-respected researchers,
Judith C. Hochman and Natalie Wexler. The �rst reading and
assignment was due on Friday, January 31, but you can still
catch up as all modules will be open throughout the course.

TWR introduces a revolutionary way of explicitly and
systematically integrating evidenced-based writing strategies
that apply to all K-12 subject areas. IDOE's Literacy Team will
facilitate all participants through how to teach and use accessible strategies to train students
to write a single sentence through the development of multiple paragraph essays.

Teachers who participate will have opportunities to read, create, and collaborate with fellow
educators of all disciplines from across the state of Indiana with the common goal of
improving writing instruction for all students! All participants will earn PGPs upon completion
of the book study.

How to set up an account on Moodle.

https://flipgrid.com/7ef2ad8f
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/literacy/moodle-instructions.pdf
https://s.smore.com/u/7def794326a7be129124a680e3cfa809.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/df9bb7ee6dbb20a95710613b48197ff6.jpg


Access Moodle here.
Enrollment code: TWR2020

LITERACY UPDATES FROM IDOE

IDEAS AND INSIGHT

BLACK HISTORY IN LITERACY
Classroom Environment
Making sure that a classroom is a comfortable and inviting
environment for all students is essential to student success
both academically and behaviorally. Students need to feel
validated in the spaces they spend their time. In order to do this,
think about the books on your bookshelves, the posters in your room, and the content you
present.

Simply choosing culturally responsive texts isn't enough, you also need to have variety on
your bookshelves for students to choose from. Here is a great link that includes a bingo
scorecard on diverse texts students should see around the room.
Consider the decor in your room. Can all students �nd a piece of themselves? Make sure
that images you may have of authors, scientists, historians, etc. represent people from
the different racial backgrounds.
When providing examples for students to connect to your content, make sure that the
examples vary with different racial backgrounds. Evaluate the names you use in word
problems, images you include in digital presentations, authors you quote, etc.

Text Choice
Deciding on a mentor text to use in the classroom can be very challenging since there are so
many options! We often times fall back on using the "classics" to guide our instruction;
however, those books became classics when there were obstacles in the way of accepting
and promoting work by people of color.

You may have to change your mentor texts annually to respond to your student
population.

LITERACY FRAMEWORK
The Literacy Framework is a tool you can use to curriculum
map and plan for this upcoming school year. Does your school
utilize a curriculum map, scope and sequence, or pacing guide?
Use the Literacy Framework to dive into each standard through
"I can" statements, question stems, practical examples, and
digital resources!

Have special requests for support? Feel free to reach out to us
at any time. That's what we are here for!

http://moodle.doe.in.gov/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-audit-your-classroom-library-diversity
https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/framework
https://s.smore.com/u/eb180dce8f41333ed6e9599a7031bd13.png
https://s.smore.com/u/09201db999bb6d31420031b69372e253.jpg


Choose stories that highlight African Americans outside the common stories of slavery,
the Civil Rights Movement, or as an athlete.
Choose texts that will lend themselves to conversations with your students about issues
regarding race that are still present in their lives today.
Reference this list of contemporary books written by Black authors to consider
diversifying your curriculum map.

Resource
Here is a great resource from Tolerance.org that will help decide the best ways to incorporate
Black History Month in your classroom!

Secondary Author: Jason Reynolds

Growing up in Maryland Jason never felt connected to books.
He had a passion for rap music which led him to begin writing
poetry. By the age of 17, Jason had never read an entire book
from cover to cover. He now says that was because there
wasn't any literature with which he was able to connect. Now,
twenty years later, he is a best selling author of stories that represent the modern experience
for young people of color living in the United States. Jason was just awarded the title of
National Ambassador for Young People's Literature by the Library of Congress.

BOOK SUGGESTIONS

AFRICAN AMERICAN AUTHORS
SPOTLIGHT
Elementary Author: Whitney Geathers

Whitney grew up in Florida and graduated from the University of
Central Florida with a degree in Elementary Education. She was
inspired to write her �rst book when she was expecting her �rst
child. Whitney wanted to ensure that there were books
available to her daughter that represented her. Whitney writes
with the goal of inspiring people to be their best self!

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/must-read-books-black-authors_n_5c40f9dce4b0a8dbe16f20e1?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAACg3F_CVjYSMwFEbl11kKafQMqRK1w8IIxuLXMxHG0Hrr_D5pAn_6HIfzetiCQmCjuPtQef3LKrXaaYiSHQ1eZIFFI9XVVzY_YInBQNMBfimA415RPG1JFglT_u6vPPqgo9tZD-F5FxECa6aS5-RBhgbZKZYUbdqTBn_k0gvO_Qk
https://www.tolerance.org/professional-development/dos-and-donts-of-celebrating-mlk-day
https://s.smore.com/u/22fdb7000ca8bfa54eaa6ed82963df6b.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/07f23c2e57dd05bf928567f9198de6d1.jpg


LOOK BOTH
WAYS: A TALE
TOLD IN TEN
BLOCKS
By: Jason Reynolds

Jason Reynolds conjures ten
tales (one per block) about
what happens after the
dismissal bell rings, and
brilliantly weaves them into one
wickedly funny, piercingly
poignant look at the detours we
face on the walk home, and in
life.

WHITNEY
GEATHERS
By: Whitney MG

There are so many signi�cant
people from past to present
who have not only made their
mark in history, but also make
for great examples of what you
can do when you work hard and
follow your dreams.
YOU CAN, TOO is a collection
of inspirational black people
from Michelle Obama, to Walter
Payton, to some lesser-known
names like Ruane Jeter. May
these individuals inspire you to
be who you want to be,
because just like them, YOU
CAN, TOO!

CULTURALLY
RESPONSIVE
TEACHING
AND THE
BRAIN
By: Zaretta Hammond

To close the achievement gap,
diverse classrooms need a
proven framework for
optimizing student
engagement. Culturally
responsive instruction has
shown promise, but many
teachers have struggled with
its implementation—until now.
In this book, Zaretta Hammond
draws on cutting-edge
neuroscience research to offer
an innovative approach for
designing and implementing
brain-compatible culturally
responsive instruction. 

EDUCATOR OPPORTUNITIES TO CHECK OUT!

INDIANA COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH
(ICTE)

https://s.smore.com/u/43343aed774f21bcf1c97415624caacc.jpg
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INDIANA STATE MUSEUM
The Indiana State Museum offers free �eld trips to schools! Come check out the upcoming
exhibit starting February 1 that explores the opioid crisis in the United States. There are lots of
interactive activities to help inform students on the brain chemistry that leads to addiction and
personal stories to help end the stigma of addiction.



CONNECT ON TWITTER!

LITERACY AND TECH: THOUGHT
OF THE MONTH!
Teaching Tolerance

Teaching Tolerance is an organization whose mission is to
"help teachers and schools educate children and youth to be
active participants in a diverse democracy." They offer great
online resources for incorporating diverse lessons into your
classroom!

https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/lessons
https://s.smore.com/u/d719ea1b9e1e3e7969e61b00a0976f2c.jpg


It's been reported that over 4 million educators use Twitter for
professional conversations. As educators, there is so much we
can learn from each other. We invite you to connect with us and
each other!

1. Tweet about all things LITERACY using #INspirEDlit
2. Follow the hashtag and connect with other coaches and
educators
3. Follow @EducateIN for the latest updates from Indiana
Department of Education
4. Follow your IDOE Literacy Team: @RoseTomishima, @KellyKWaller, & @JMRisch1

Literacy's Who To Follow:
Who: Indy Reads
Handle: @indyreads
What: Promoting and improving the literacy of adults and families in Central Indiana

WANT TO JOIN OUR LITERACY COMMUNITY OF
PRACTICE? CLICK HERE.

ROSE
TOMISHIMA
Elementary Literacy and ELA
Specialist
rtomishima@doe.in.gov
@RoseTomishima

JOSEPH RISCH
Reading Specialist with training
in Dyslexia
jrisch1@doe.in.gov
@JMRisch1

KELLY
WALLER
Secondary Literacy and ELA
Specialist
kwaller@doe.in.gov
@KellyKWaller

http://tinyurl.com/yaya4plk
mailto:rtomishima@doe.in.gov
mailto:jrisch1@doe.in.gov
mailto:kwaller@doe.in.gov
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